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of the fact.-—-I hope he'll live with the wvillagers,
too.

(He disappears and the curtain is opengd. There Is
a amall, shabby ecabin on the right side and Red
knocks at the door, but there's no sign of the

blue cgre. )

(In a loud wvoice) Blue, I've come to se& you!
Hello, Blue, please open the door! —--Why don't
you answer me?---What's hapened? What's the
matter? (He knocks at the door aga;n when he
notices a letter.)

Oh, a letter, here's a letter!

(He takes it and unseal. Blue's volee quietly comes
to be heard. )

My dearest red. You may e angry with me to find
I'm out.---That day, you must have been surprised
when I began to aet viclently to the villagers
and even to you. But I ecould not help doing Lhat.
There was no other means but that. Please let me
apologize you, and I know you will, for you did
come here now.-—-I'm sure that you are passing
happy days with that villagers. That's quite O.K.
That was my long wish: And I'll be away from you
for a while, for fear of disturbing your happy life.
~—Well, be careful of your health be happy and
good luck to you! Good bye! Your truly. Blue.
(The voice becomes weaker little by Little, chorus
becomeing louder. Red is crying taking firm hold
of the letter.)




kicks him roughly.)

0: (holding his back) Step, you fool, I say!

B: (Pushing him away) Get away, and mind your own
buginess, you coward!

O: Are vou in earnest, Blue, indeed are you? (Again
he tries to hold his hands.)

B: Do you mean to pick s guarrel with me? (They
two begin fighting.)

B: (Struck down) Ouch!...., Sorry, I was very gorry.

Really I apologize you, I'll never do any harm
to them any longer, sorry! (Saying so, runs away
holding hig head.)

0: (To the villagers) Don't be afraid of me-—-Noy
¥ou're out of danger,

V: (Peeling relieved, but somewhat doubting) Oh,
thank God!

Wl: (Out of breath) Thank you very much. We're
Really grateful to you.

O: Got any hurt?

Wl: No, not at all. (to the willagera) He turned out
to be kind and gentle after all.

W3: Our red ogre, please allow us. We all believed
you brutal and cruel like that blue one.

V: (Severelly) Please, allow us! Please forgive ug!

O: Oh; don't thank me, don't be grateful to me.
It's I that am to blame, rot you.
(There appears Wz2,)

W2: Hya! the ogre! (Surprised, cannot find his lega,

F2: Mo, no, he never does any harm to you. He is
the kindest ogrs.

We: Oh, is that true. (Stands up.) I'm glad to hear
that,

Fl: Let's dance in the honour of our red ogre,

V: Yes, let's dance, let's s.ng for our egre]

(Curtain)
(Red appears before the curtain, )

O: I'm going te my dearest friend's, But I wondsr
why on earth Blue became so furious to the villagers
the other day.---Why indeed?---He used to be very
kind and gentle to anyone. I'11l go and ask him



ks

2

W3

-

--—-By the way, ther's going to be & festival in
the village. Let's go and enjoy ourselves there,
and you'll think of it otherwise.

But I think they'll be afraid of us.

Dh, it's no matter. Now, let's go. (He begins
to walk, and the red follows him unwil! ngly.
Soa0n thu villagers come out with inatuments in
their hands, singing merry song all together.)
Today, the willage festival is going to be held,
and it's the happlest and most joyful day in
a year for them.

We had & good harvest this year. Fortune was
entirely on the side of us, isn't it?

Yes, isn't it. So much rice that I think we
have Lo build up another granary.

Anyway, we're guite happy, today. ILet's go and
bave a pood time. '

And pags the wholse night in dancing and singing.
(Suddenly Blue appears sneaking.)

Dear me, you seem to have something dellghtful

{SurprlsedJ Oh, Heavens! (Petriliesd with terror,

can't atand 1o and crees aboul trying to escape
him in vain on all fours.)

 Hmm, village festival you have, today?

Please, please help us, dear ogre! We'll give
you whatever you want. For God's sake please
forg ve usl

You give me whatever I want? Ha, ha, ha..

I want nothing. Today, I'm here to storm abmut
your village, for I'we been dull these days for
want of exercise. Ha, he, ha...:

Oh, please for Mercy's sake!

{Tha ogre throws every sickle and hos away.
seizing villagers, knocks down. Hearing the
sereams and shouts, Red runs out.)

Hey, Blus. What on earth are you deing! Stop,
stop your doing!

What? Stop doing that? I can't., This is my
most favourite business. Ha! ha! hal....! (The
next moment, he catches a villager by the neck and




Blue: Hey, I'm & Blue. I wonder how the red chap is.

m =
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=

gentle it triea to---" Oh, unreasonable! I've
made that tea-housze only for them to rest in,—-<-
only as means to e friepndly with them. When E'
making 1t, my heart would swell up to think of
their joyful faces. 1 was more than glad to
imagine then re-t there peapefully TFor their
pleasure———for the sake of their joy, 1've made
it.———Yet, they would not trust ms, they would not
believe whal ever T did. 0Oh! what shall T do?--—
When I left our wiliage te join another world, the
world of human-beings, mother, 1 remember you
encouraged me with all your heart, Tell me
mother, what should I do? (His strength 1s gone
little by little, and st lagt he ginks down on the
road. The lipht fades out cnmpletely.]—ugause——
(The light comes up again. MWNo one on the stage
Bright esnd cheerful song comes to be heard.)
Ligten! A cheerful song is heard in the distance,
isn't it? Who do you think iz singing that song?
—=I'11 let you know, He is blue-skinned ogre,
the best friend of Red'g,and now coming to see
how his friend iz getliing along.

(Finding Hed) ©h, Red, Red! (Red trudges out of
the downstages)

Hi Red, I've not seen you for a long time--—How
have you been?

You lock very male., What's the matter with you?
~~-Ig anything wrong? T-
¥es, 1
(Finding a rucksack on his tack) Oh, you have a il
rucksack on your back! Indeed, what on =arth is I
the matter with you, tell me?

..»sTo tell the truth, I was dizarupinted to find
them so afraid and hateful of me however hard 1
might try, sim>ly because I'm an ogre. So. MNow
I'm going to return home.

Whit ?——-Nonsense! Take it easy, my friend! What
is the u:e of worrying yourself about such a trifle?
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today. I think we must go and out them as early
a5 Lomorrow.
Cur hard work all the summer was not in vain,
Ha, ha, ha.,.., at this rate, we'll be able to
hold & splendid festival, won'' we? (Noticing
the board) What's that?

+3: (Sursrised) Oh, there's a notice-bpard! (Rach

of them looks it over, and gases at one ancther
in the face unbelievingly. Just then woodecutters
appear, )

What are you doing there?

Look, Unzu! A board! Here's a notice-board!

(Reading it over) But I think this is atrange.

Yes, that's strangs!

I'm afraid that the ogre's going Lo deceive us
and decoy us out to this tea-house, and ...eat
us up.

2.3: Oh, Lord, Lord!

(Shivering) ‘he day before yesterday, when,...
when we. . ...hapgsened to. ...

(Interrupting him.) A couple of days ago, when
we three haopoened to pass here in the evening, the
red ogre appeared from behind that tree and —--
and ean you imagine, he rushed towards us furiously.

Oh, my God!
Is that the &baolute truth?
in ogre is an ogre, however gentle it tries to
appear.

Hey, Unzu, let's go home, or the cgre may appear
at any....(Just then, the ogre, who has been
their back unnoticed, sssaks ‘o them,)

I zay, all of you! I never mean to do such & -—=
Hya! An cgre! Help! Hels!
(The ogre iz left alone absent-mindedly, and the
light fades cut gquickly leaving him alons in its
focus. A humming as if aricing from sorrow and
sympathy with his hard lot comes to be heard guietly.)
Why, why do they fear me like that? "An ogre is
an ogre however gentle il trieg to apzar." they
gaid, They said. "An ogre is an ogre however
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Yet, the red ogre belived that the villagers
would surely, surely understand his sad heart
some day, his broken heart some day. And he
thought over and over all day long and all night
long how to be friendly w:th the villagers,
taking no sleep but an nap, until at last he
hit on 2 wonderful idea. What kind of an idea
do you think he's got? (The ogre is walking
round the stage folding his arms, when the
1ight comes ua. )

(Delighted) ©Oh, now I'we got it! TI'll make a
tea-house. Yes! I'll build a tea-house, for
them co rest in during the intervals of their
worlk, ...They must be delighied to have tea,
delicious cakes and lunches in it. Oh! now I'm
sueeessful, now I can be friendly with them. (He
goes out quite in & scatasy.)

¥Yez, his idea was, as you see, to make a tea-
house for the villagers, Iet's see, there he
comes with something on his shoulder. (The ogre
appears with a notice board and writes on it as
follows.) !'The tea~house. Tea and refreshments
shall be served for all who comes. Red.

Now, all is ready. (Having written up he reads
it over again and erects it against a tree. )
Now, ['l1l go and waite for the villagers. (He
skiss out.)

What a joyful and & delightful look of his you
did see now! I've nevsr seen him so happy and
g6 cheerful,...Yesterday, I saw him work very
hatd singing songs, gathering nuts baking cakes,
apnd making a tea-house from morning till night.
And now, he seems Lo be very impatient for the
villagers to come....Oh, there come villagers.
lat's see how everything'll go on. (Farmers
come out.)

I hope we'll have a fine harvest of rice this
year.

Yes; the rice crop wag so ripe it was almost
ahedding it's grain when I went to our field
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The ogre was a gentle and kind-hearted cne,

- though he had the biggest body and the fiercest

lgoks in the world..... He used to say to himself.
how splendid it would be to be friendly with

the villagers who lived at the foot of the moun-
tain. (The red ogre comes out from the dewnstage.)

hed: I'm an ogre. I'm a gen le ogre though big.

I want to be friendly wiih those vil agers leading
a happy and a peaceful live :n that village. But
somehow, to my d sapasointment, they always run
away at the sight of me, What shall I do, you
dear asudience. ..0h my! there coms villagers!
(Hearing laughing vo.ces in the distance, the

ogre immidiately hide- behind & tree.)

Woodeutter: We've worked a great deal today, haven't

W2
W3;
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2
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wa? I'h's already dark all over.
Yea, you're right. I '- real'y grown dark.
Anyhow, let's hurry on our way, for they say
here an ogre appears freg.eutly.
Yos, they say an ogre anoears here, and----
(Interrupting him) Is that, is that true?
Yes And chasing any man if he happens to
meeth—
Seizes him to eat up.
Oh, my God! Hey, let's hurry, or he may....
Stop shouting, -ou shivering coward! (But
he himself is shivering unconseciously., HNo
sooner has he sooken, than the ogre who has
secretly been behind the tree speaks to them.)
I say' I never do such a thing! I'm, I'm——
(Looking back and surprised) Oh, heavens. An
ogre! An ogre! (Throwing axes away and shout-
ing they r.ushes out in terror. The ogre s
gtanding absent-m ndedly. A sorrowful song
comes to be heard.)
Alag! why do they fear me like that when I

don't know what to do....But I think I'll try to
the end. (He sits on & stone.)
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CHARACTERS

A RED OGEE MAMED 'RED!
A BLUE OGRE NAMED !BLUE!
VILLAGERS
WOODCUTTERS (1.2.3.)
FARMERS (1.2.3.)
_____ O Sy
A NARRATOR :
(A beautiful quiet seng is heard in the distance.)
Harrator: Long long ago, ['ve fogotten how long
ago 1t was, there was a small and shabby eabin
in the deoths of a mountain. Who do you supiose
there lived in it? A wolf? No. Then a bear?
No, there was not a bear, either..... In fect;, it
was an ogre that lived in that cabin. He was
a lonely, big and red ogre. (The song grows a little
louder. The curtain is opened.)
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