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© It was reported at the World Summit for Social Development
that more than one billion people live in abject poverty and
that over half of these go hungry every day.Contributing to
the problem is unemployment.Estimates on the total number of
people who are jobless or underemployed range as high as 800
million.All told,some 30 percent of the world’s employable
labor force is not productively employed.From 1.1 billion to
1.3 billion people live on an income of less than a dollar
per day.
© In 1993 there was a great global increase in the number of
refugees to over 20 million, says Sadako Ogata,commissioner
of the United Nations High Commission for Refugees.There
were only 15 million refugees 12 1991,when she took office.
Political instability and ethnic conflicts are the chief
reasons for the surge of refugees,reports the German news-
paper.It seems,however,that refugees get the worst of both
worlds.Why ? Because in their new host countries,the com-
missioner added,often refugees were more and more the target
for violence.Racial hatred and contempt for foreigners are
becoming widespread,she said.
©@ According to the Washington Post,the United States spends
or loses $163 billion cach year as a result of crime.
© The human family is getting older.World Health,a journal of
the World Health Organization,explains that ‘“every month,
the present world total of 360 million persons aged 65 and
over increases by 800000 individuals.'’During the next 30
years,the number of elderly is expected to reach an estimat-
ed 850 million.
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© In a speech in 1992,UN Secretary General-Ghali admitted that
since the creation of the United Nations in 1945,over 100 ma-
jor conflicts around the world have left some 20 million dead.

© During the past ten years,war has proved far more dangerous
for civilians-particularly children-than for soldiers,accord-
ing to a recent report from the British relief agency Save the
Children.Over 1.5 million children were killed in wars around
the world;over 4 million were disabled,blinded brain damaged,
or maimed;over 12 million lost their homes;10 million became
refugees;5 million were forced to live in refugee camps,and
1 million were separated from their families.

@ An article in The Washington Post concurs: “our 20th-century
wars have been ¢ total wars’'against combatants and civilians
alike,’’it says.““The casualties,including the genocide of the
Jews,are measured in the tens of millions.The barbarism wars
of centuries past were alley fights in comparison.’’The ¢ mega-
deaths’since 1914,have totaled 197 million,®equivalent of more
than one in ten of the total world population in 1900.°'It adds
that it is an “ indisputable fact that terrorism and wanton
killing are embedded deeply in the culture of this century
and that “ no political or economic system has so far in this
century pacified or satisfied the restless millions.’’

© The World Organization{(WHO)reports that about 40 percent of
the world’s population-over two billion people-are sick.Much
of the disease and illness is needless and preventable,they
say.Poverty is the greatest underlying cause,as more than half
of the world’'s 5.6 billion people do not have access to the
most essential drugs,a third of its children are undernour-
ished,and over a fifth of the people in the world, have little
or no resources to prevent or treat their illnesses.

©Between july 1993 and july 1994,despite worldwide efforts
to check the spread of AIDS,the total number of AIDS cases
in the world increased by 60 percent,reaching some four mil-
lion.The World Health Organization warned that at the present
rate of growth,the AIDS pandemic is indeed ¢ threatening the
future of entire societies,’’and it predicted that as early
as the year 2000,between 30 million and 40 million persons
will have been infected by the deadly AIDS-causing HIV virus.

© “More than 230 million preschool children in the develop-
ing world,or 43 percent,are stunted because of malnutrition
due to lack of food and to disease,’’says a UN press release.
In 1993 an estimated four million children died because of
malnutrition,either directly or because it worsened the im-
pact of infectious diseases.
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